
BOARD RESOLUTION NO 18 

AFFIRMING OUR COMMITMENT FOR BLACK AND AFRICAN AMERICAN 

STUDENTS, FACULTY, AND STAFF 

WHEREAS, Santa Barbara City College (SBCC) is committed to fostering an equitable 

inclusive, respectful, participatory and supportive educational community dedicated to the 

success of every student; 

WHEREAS, on May 25, 2020, Mr. George Floyd, a Black man in Minnesota was killed 

as he lay handcuffed and face down by a white police officer pressing his knee upon Mr. Floyd's 

neck for almost nine minutes; 

WHEREAS, the casual brutality of Mr. Floyd's killing shocked and angered millions of 

Americans and people around the world, shining a glaring spotlight on the many other unjust 

killings of Black and African Americans and their struggles against racism in all its myriad 

forms since the beginning of this country, and focusing sustained protests by millions demanding 

meaningful change; 

WHEREAS, SBCC serves a diverse student body including Black and African American 

students and a majority of our students are persons of color; 

WHEREAS although the College strives for an equitable, inclusive educational 

environment where all students succeed and meet their educational goals, we recognize, that 

despite our efforts, persistent achievement gaps exist and barriers to success can detrimentally 

affect our Black and African American students as well as all our other disadvantaged students 

who need and deserve a full and fair opportunity to graduate, transfer to a four year institution, 

pursue a successful career and make a positive difference in the world; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SANTA BARBARA COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES: That the Board does hereby condemn 

police brutality and affirms that Black Lives Matter. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Board reaffirms its commitment to 

improving the educational success of our Black and African American and other disadvantaged 

students. The District will work collaboratively with our students, faculty, staff, and 

administration, in a focused institutional effort to identify and remove barriers and use available 

resources to increase the educational success of these students and foster an environment where 

all students feel welcome, respected, and valued while learning through the free exchange of 

ideas across a diversity of learners (SBCC Core Value). 
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