
Denied Admission Scenarios, Action Plans, and Risks  
Use your completed Why I was Denied Admission Worksheet to identify which Scenario most closely resembles your situation and 
read the Action Plan and Risks to assist you in determining your next steps.  
 

I was denied admission because… 

Scenario One Action Plan Risks 
I did not have all required courses 
completed within the required 
timeline. I have the required GPA 
and units. 
 

1. Check to see if SBCC has a TAG with the university, 
what the requirements are, and if you can fulfill the 
requirements.. 
2. Identify: 
- the courses that you still need to complete and the 
term the courses  need to be completed by 
- the grades you need to receive in these courses 
- how many terms it will take you to complete the 
courses and 
- when you need to submit the required TAG application 
and the university application. 
3. Meet with a counselor to create a new Student 
Education Plan.  
4. Decide if you are OK with your revised transfer 
timeline or if you want to choose other options. 

The admission requirements for a 
subsequent term could change and 
require a higher GPA and additional 
or different courses from the ones 
you have identified adding even 
more time before you can transfer 
or in the case of the GPA make you 
ineligible for transfer to your 
university. 
 
As you complete the additional 
courses your GPA might decrease, 
especially if you have not already 
completed the most challenging 
courses, and you could end up not 
having the required GPA for 
admission. 
 

Scenario Two Action Plan Risks 
I did not have the required 
minimum units completed within 
the required timeline. I met the 
GPA requirement and successfully 
completed all of the required 
courses within the required 
timeline. 

Plan A  
 If you were short by 6 units or less then: 
Check to see if there are any available, transferable, late 
start classes at SBCC or another community college or 
university for the current term. If yes, enroll in the 
course/s and then submit an appeal for the term you 
were denied.  

or 
Plan B  
1. Check to see if SBCC has a TAG with the university, 
what the requirements are, and if you can fulfill the 
requirements.. 
2. Identify: 
- the number of transferable units you need to 
complete, the courses  you will take,  and the term the 
courses  need to be completed by 
- the grades you need to receive in these courses 
- how many terms it will take you to complete the 
courses and 
- when you need to submit the required TAG application 
and the university application. 
3. Meet with a counselor to create a new Student 
Education Plan.  
4. Decide if you are OK with your revised transfer 
timeline or if you want to choose other options. 

Plan A 
You won’t be able to find courses 
to make up the missing units. 
You will not do well in the 
additional units and your GPA will 
drop below the GPA required for 
admission. 
Your appeal will be denied 
 

or 
Plan B 
The admission requirements for a 
subsequent term could change and 
require a higher GPA and additional 
or different courses from the ones 
you have identified adding even 
more time before you can transfer 
or in the case of the GPA make you 
ineligible for transfer to your 
university. 
 
As you complete the additional 
courses your GPA might decrease, 
especially if you have not already 
completed the most challenging 
courses, and you could end up not 
having the required GPA for 
admission. 
 
 

http://www.sbcc.edu/transfercenter/Denied%20Admission%20Worksheet.pdf
http://www.sbcc.edu/transferacademy/TAG.php
http://www.sbcc.edu/transferacademy/TAG.php


Scenario Three Action Plan Risks 
I did not have the required GPA for 
admission but I did have the 
required units and the courses. 

1. You need to know your current transferable GPA and 
current transferable units. If you are not sure, then 
meet with a counselor to evaluate your transcripts.  
2. Check to see if SBCC has a TAG with the university, 
what transferable GPA is required.  
3. Use the WSU GPA Calculator at 
http://advising.wichita.edu/lasac/gpacalc/wsugpa.html 
to determine the number of units and the grades in 
those units you will need to meet the required GPA for 
admission. (Note: Credit = Unit). 
4. Know that you know how many units and the grades 
you need to receive you can realistically assess if it is 
possible/likely for you to raise your GPA to meet the 
admission standard and how many terms it will take. 
5. Decide if you are OK with your revised transfer 
timeline or if you want to choose other options. 
6. If you are OK with your revised transfer timeline, 
then meet with a counselor to create a new Student 
Education Plan that identifies: 
- the number of transferable units you need to 
complete, the courses  you will take,  and the term the 
courses  need to be completed by 
- the grades you need to receive in these courses 
- how many terms it will take you to complete the 
courses and 
- when you need to submit the required TAG application 
and the university application. 
7. If you are not OK with the new timeline, chose other 
options and meet with a counselor to outline your next 
steps. 

The admission requirements for a 
subsequent term could change and 
require a higher GPA and additional 
or different courses from the ones 
you have identified adding even 
more time before you can transfer 
or in the case of the GPA make you 
ineligible for transfer to your 
university. 
 
As you complete the additional 
courses your GPA might decrease, 
especially if you have not already 
completed the most challenging 
courses, and you could end up not 
having the required GPA for 
admission. 
 

Scenario Four Action Plan Risks 
Any combination of the following: I 
did not have the required GPA for 
admission. I did not have the 
required minimum units 
completed within the required 
timeline.  I did not have all 
required courses completed within 
the required timeline. 

Identify which areas you need to address and follow the 
Action Plan for each area. 

Same as listed above. 

Scenario Five Action Plan Risks 
I applied to a selective university 
that does not have defined 
admission requirements that 
guarantee admission. 

1. Complete the My One and Only University worksheet 
to determine your next steps. 
2. Decide if you are comfortable with the very real 
possibility of investing more time at SBCC and ending up 
in the same situation one year later – denied admission. 

If you are considering reapplying to 
a selective university that does not 
have a set of specific requirements 
that will guarantee your admission 
then you are taking a huge risk that 
you will be denied again. You need 
to determine if you are 
comfortable with that risk. 

Scenario Six Action Plan Risks 
I had too many units (senior 
standing) because I completed 
upper-division units at a four-year 
university in addition to attending 
community college. 

1. Select another university to apply to that accepts 
senior transfers or return to your original four-year 
university. Most likely options would be most CSU 
campuses, private universities, and some out-of-state 
universities. Note: UC Irvine admits senior transfers. 

NA 

 

http://www.sbcc.edu/transferacademy/TAG.php
http://advising.wichita.edu/lasac/gpacalc/wsugpa.html
http://advising.wichita.edu/lasac/gpacalc/wsugpa.html
http://www.sbcc.edu/transfercenter/My%20One%20and%20Only%20University.pdf

